
History
Subject Leadership Report

July 2021

Mr S Holden





Rationale

At St. Joseph and St. Bede we are aware
of the importance of History in so much of
our lives and the vital role it plays in
helping children to learn to be aware of
our shared past and how it can shape
our future. We endeavour to ensure that
our children develop a positive and
enthusiastic attitude towards history
that will stay with them. It will be taught
in accordance with the National Curriculum
while taking account of the specific needs
and learning styles of the children in our
school. Our History Policy, which can be
found on the school website, helps to
ensure continuity, consistency, progression
and high expectations for attainment
and progress in History at our school.

What do we aim to 
do in History?

Our children’s work on display in our shared areas.
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The SJSB 
History learning 
journey, from 
EYFS to Year 6

Intent



What are our main intentions for this 
academic year?

5 Main Action Points (APs):

1. To gain the History Quality Mark award. 
(Priority 1)

2. Every class to have access to quality 
resources to teach History.(Priority 1)
3. Ensure there is consistency in practice across 
all the key stages.(Priority 1 and 5)
4. Widen opportunities for History across the 
curriculum – links with other subjects and 
whole school projects. (Priority 1)
5. Ensure that the school enriches teaching and 
learning in history through resources or 
programmes beyond the history 
classroom.(Priority 1)

Intent



Action / Intent Success Criteria Evidence to gather By when? IMPACT RAG

AP1: To gain the 
History Quality 
Mark award. 
(Priority 1)

To establish ‘Honorary Historians’ 
in KS2 classes – pupils who will 
celebrate History and speak at 
assemblies etc.
To start action planning towards 
the History Quality Mark award 
with the children and staf..

Regular meetings with the ‘Honorary 
Historians to start working towards 
targets.
Pupil voice
Evidence uploaded to the History 
Quality Mark.
Regularly check progress.

Sept 2021 Priority 1

AP2: Every class 
to have access to 
quality resources 
to teach 
History.(Priority 1)

Audit History subject area for 
resources.

Artefacts, maps, books etc to be 
ordered to cover all topics in 
school.

Check planning across school to 
ensure resources are being used.

Sept 2021 Priority 1

AP3: Ensure there 
is consistency in 
practice across all 
the key stages. 
With regards to 
QFT and 
assessment 
(Priority 1 and 5)

Check in and check out is used.
Knowledge organisers?
Sticky knowledge vocab to be put 
on learning challenge stickers  
Listen for key historical language 
in teaching and student talk
Range of resources used.

Lesson obs
Book looks
Planning overviews 
Evidence of students responses

Covid impacted 
Ongoing

Priority 1&3

AP4: Widen 
opportunities for 
History across the 
curriculum – links 
with other subjects 
and whole school 
projects. (Priority 1)

Develop hashtag #SJSBhistory –
and encourage use by teachers
Promote through History link 
days – Black History Month, 
Remembrance Sunday etc

Lesson obs
Book looks
Planning overviews 
Evidence of students responses

Ongoing Priority 1

AP5: Ensure that 
the school enriches 
teaching and 
learning in history 
through resources 
or programmes
beyond the history 
classroom.
(Priority 1)

Roll out Snail mail: Letters from 
afar resource.
Cross Curricular resource for the 
children to hear from ‘Isabelle’ the 
explorer. 
Teachers can use these to 
enhance Geography in lessons 
and out of lessons. 
Develop hashtag 
sjsblettersfromafar

Check if wider experiences are being 
booked on long term overviews (trips, 
visits, school experience days etc.). 
Check twitter.

Covid impacted
Ongoing

Priority 1



Next Steps: Trips and Wider Experiences

With COVID restrictions easing, SJSB will be ensuring that 
school trips start again to allow children the experience to 
visit museums and other historical places.

KS1 enjoyed an amazing 
Medieval day – fantastic 
costumes too!

Implementation



LKS2 had a truly terrific 
Tudor Day with a visit 
from an education 
company in September 
2020

Implementation



UKS2 had an experience 
day for their WW1 topic. 
They also incorporated 
remembrance too.

Implementation
Remembrance has been 
celebrated across school 
in a wholesome and 
meaningful way

Cross-curricular:

Experiencing the 
Greek topic in 
KS2 with food 
tasting amongst 
other activates:



Fantastic History work is being produced at our school and we should 
be really proud of the variety and quality on show.

Implementation

Adapting to the 
pandemic –
showcasing both 
in-school and 
online work.



Seesaw:
Activities can be 
set and then 

assessed by the 
class teacher.

Assessment:
Data is entered into the 

Integris Markbook three times 
a year. This is teacher 

assessment based on the 
pupil’s performance in the 

current History topic. 
Data will be exported and 

made available once there is 
a full dataset on Integris.

EYFS – Teachers 
assess children 

during an activity 
or in the moment 
play and record 
this on Tapestry. 

Impact


